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DISCUSSION
A ERERRET S

TREAXREFNLFEm. A,
SERMAR LTS X EE/IAIT(G
THEZFTRRTEARF BRI
(Hubbell et al., 2018a; Lewis et al., 2018),
BEE IR IRERIARNR, HRAO
A XIEER, MHXENESRE

B
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AR B R T E, SRS RDAIT
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7~ ERIMR IR SE Al 55 H= il R A RD
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£ 2 F A
N, BTRNNMRESSHR
81, EEMERIFE (EPA) |

tZmR%= (CEN) HIRERIZERIFE

M RERE T

/

(MEP) (Borrego et al., 2016; Spinelle et
al., 2015; Wan et al., 2016), B2, X£f&
SNEENBEENMSRRE, MEFEEA
ARRBETWREEMANR, FRLAXENES
REERMMERIFEARNEUM S, EWH
MR, BT ARENBTRIENFE (F



T X ERFELES R
HiE SN =D HENT
SERERMNEAR, AR
ARV 2R 58 XRS5 ]
15 RARFIBURHIE R (#
3z .

o, WMEhZFEHEW) (Fang and Bate, 2017; Lin et al., 2015a;
Schneider et al., 2017), {FEBEHASSREMHINTOHMERN
2E%, BEHNMNNEESE RIMNBFBHERDNIBRT,
BELERDBIRIBTMERETRSEMINRENNTE

ft, MmRAHERAR[XE, X ARENLGEFRK T H
M, FLE, FERHXERFEBREEINETDHENTFER

SRR, ARRF(ERE XL IS5 2426 BURHI E 2
HAKIE.

AT RRIRXD A, BHRESEMAARE RSN HE T =UA
S5 . MRS ERESEN MR AR EmNERA, XE
WHRARAZTNEBRZERBLEAT ZHNRSIH. ETREES
MRS (A0, M. FRANFHFINSE) AT UERE
REMEANERES. HR, XEERBSAZREFNER[E
LS RADRIBES], BIWNO3,NO2FPM2.5%, XN TESMNEE
Xz8, RS ERSREBNMBE, F5EAH, RN FEER
FMR (R1) . B, B EREEEESH TR XEE
SNZEFERMENME, ArIMET (1) REXNEHAEE
B RNERARENANR,QFF N E MRS Fem N R 25894
QBN AR RRES AR RERRIKAN T #E;(4) N 20
NEIR, fERithRaNADLS ZLREN;(6)INMEAR SRR, FH(6)1E
BARNESIEREFMAVINRANS S5 IR (Castell et al., 2017;
Hubbell et al., 2018b; Maag et al., 2018; Morawska et al.,
2018; Rai et al., 2017; Schneider et al., 2017), A EREZS

WHRLAEBNAKSZ =N, TRAE SN, Bpmill, XS
SRRETMAMRFREX T ENMARPEFR T —ENNA
(Jiang et al., 2016; Spinelle et al., 2015; Sun et al., 2016), %A
m, BEMRRASERBIONATEFZIRE], ERACFEFHM
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ot al., 2017; Maag et BN A REsde TEENS | WERE
b e R ARER AR BB TR s B 1
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2017), WX e

017). BAREM, J BRRE CEERAMTEAE | RRAMERE FRG
Y TG~ - I = YT T, $lE R RELMT, SRS
B. TMSRAEMNEZL A

HFe =T 10 4 CHFIEEE FKene/ DT 14 (EE

N SR ol o A8
EESHARB=IFR R, BEEEHATR | N, REGETH
ERZRBE, 2o i) TR

A

HiEm=E, ME, X
TE—HORE—XKEREREZE, HRSEMBNEE A FIEEARE(Capelli et al., 2014; Hei-
mann et al., 2015; Leidinger et al., 2014; Mead et al., 2013; Piedrahita et al., 2014), N 7T
RSB AERSNEERE, TEZHREL, XEERSEERZBINSHITEEAIR
IF, AEENTLESDR, MIRERRAEREZ-—EHEEMRNOAR, ERFNRERNE
MA—THFRE, HERE(RREBES)MNAZE(KRFSTHRMRE) M. &ELERE

(BfEZxEMRTE) eEREFHmANBEENNARA SEARIEEE (Spinelle et al., 2013;
Zimmerman et al., 2018), [f 7 &4 EE 25, RFMNMARABEREEHREEHE M
GUTHFRE, Rs/NKE, ATHZNSNSHIREMES, NEETHAEER
HITWIE, ASRIE IR R EIE(Kamionka et al., 2006; Lewis et al., 2016; WOLFRUM et
al., 2006), X =X IXERIEFHEHITREIEINA,

((FREZESIC

miz FBRFES R SNNERBZTERETEHMM M ES ERENFERN, KD
HmF: (1) EEEXYHE SR (metal-oxide-semiconductor, MOS) {ERzs; (2) B
1t= (Electrochemical, EC) {&R&zss,
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T, WALLFENE B 1. SR BRI R RS

BHiR5 RRE

XMERBEABMRTRN (JITELREX) , EER, MBE (~$10) , HNETER, BREH
FOMPBRFIINREKR (~100 mW) F{ s (Aleixandre and Gerboles, 2012; Piedrahita et al.,
2014), M, XEERBYTTRINVBEN FTEERIFLEERN, HFEAEREEE, BE, £
HNFAFIEAERIRZ 0T R EVE T FF(Spinelle et al., 2016),

ECERZE— A RARIERIVKRHITERS RN, BIEfRsFMSAS BER 2 BRIEL
FRMMAFENERKBMTSMRE, ECERBEBEHLIERENR, HBIERMSEBERY
. BMMERBEE LERMAERMNARKRN, BREFIFAENBEEIHENER LR
NIGAFES, BRNZENERS[PREZBAINRELZEXRR, BAINUNENAXAR
(Aleixandre and Gerboles, 2012), ZLEBERNEZRTFHRETIFRRRGEESENIIER
i, ECERLBENTMOSERELEFRE, ERBEMMMNER, INRFKEMR (~100
pW) , TEXEMERZMTFIHNIAENE, BRECERBIEIREZERAN (JLTFELHZ
xX) , HEMEEZR (~$100) (Aleixandre and Gerboles, 2012; Piedrahita et al., 2014),

fR7 ERETHFERNAERZE, REEMNIENZREENERSFZITATARRITRD N,
Flan, AEEBBILLIMESIIRU{ERZE (Non-dispersive infrared radiation absorption , NDIR)
YRR B ER2S (Photo ionization detection, PID) , NDIRERZHHEF—FRLI}
¥, BENES BinS B IRE KNI /MNEEEE, EIRS2IBERSARE, XME



I AZRHFTMECO2(Snyder et al.,, 2013), PIDERZZFIVRIENESIAD FIRWAIZE ML
FRIFEANEBERES BinSMRERLEE, PIDEERTMEVOCSHIRE (Lewis et al., 2016),

R REIIINRERIR

AL RV, REEFENAIR. —RNARIANNMMEEZIEB IR 5 R
HIRX F MRS R RRERIRENRR.

AFIEEZE

MRELUELFEN—ENMERAR, 532 aENENEE, EBERAREE LEMERS
HIMmAL, B0, EKIEEEBTIMMOSEREZNSENME, FHIKEZSWERERSIREL
RUES R, BE9SSIRE LMMIBIRAL, MME LRI Bin SN (Peterson et al.,
2017), mE, HMERENERBNTMERAZEEE, MEEENKRETEAZR, X
HEAEN IR E TEHR T EE,

B.3X X F#i

HAFMOSHIECE RLZZ AR R G IR E . FRBNRNFRER T MEMMSIAERN 29, &
S5 EMIFEMSARE, EMRXXFMEAFERDN, 538 ERDTERNEIRTR,
RER X FMARAARSIAMERZZIN FH R TRANM L, B, O3@EZENO2 ECE
REBNEERIXTHY), FHREEREBESIA100%, XE—ERE L{FESERZZMEIE
IEZ203+NO2(Lin et al., 2015b; Mead et al., 2013; Popoola et al., 2016), RABRETFILS
S ERBNTFMAEERER, EEMEE[PRNEN, 532N REBRRATF ISR
RERSHN, KX FHAIEETERENESTHi(Lewis et al., 2016),
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A.CIGERIIE

SN EREIENEE XN E P ERSF[EZIENFECEINH TR E(Castell et al., 2017;
Mead et al., 2013; Piedrahita et al., 2014), AT, EXMIIASPEFEESMEFERNNE
b USRI IME R ENE R, XEPRAEIREDEMELA, i, XMEES
ESRBENDITUSBRTIEEAESHE, TREKRBIERS., BEEMARIRE, TRERENTF
REMMAERSBERE . SEFETNETERARIEEEAN, XEETRNTHREER
TEIRE,

B.17ithiER LE

AT RIRLNFERIERFEN—ERT], TSHRAMGIDERIEEENZBRN—TH
B, XMAEEERREERRBMNEESZ (N HEME—ERITE (EZESTHMRENE) , X
FUEELL R R ASZ Beas 1 H R RES 5 22 (N L AUR R B B 1ZRULER . EAXMIEA T
EXLMASFH T#HITRY, PMUBEREBIIXENX, AM, EEENERNNEEZZRSTME
SEEANBERSE., THRENFRESHNNSREMEN, XWEFIZNERIETE
EERNP

RIEHEE
A2 EEYF R

2 EEIRBLBFE—TcE)IREY (Y=aX+b) BT ERIIFREI (Y= f (X1, X2, X3..)), X
MGGl IZNATRAAERGENRIE, ERENESEBERATZMEERZ (A, BE
MEE) , FINEREN—TEAIREHFAERAXLER R ZENEBREXR, XMESEME
R SERRR AR EE A~ S (Lin et al., 2018; Maag et al., 2018), tHx, Ztik|4O)IFEE
BN ZMIEXRE R ENMARIEFIERGENMEE, LEUREINER, A, TEED
NE, BRMEZ s R IRESTAY) (40, PM2.5) RIEMKRIMHAKEF, XolgEs



IE— LR L RGEIIENRE RS ERB CBNXRANESLIEMN(Fang and Bate, 2017;
Maag et al., 2016),

B.REER

HEITEFEMMPRERE, ETHENREIMEBTERGBNIRE, BTERSNRE:
Smith et al. (2017) KM FIMAZNRENMERBUNTFIMERA—ESRE—HIEEE, {BRIBAIR
HIE—ENEERN, XEREXEFTMREAERBRENEE, ERRXERBIITERRBEH
PRE T ERBPNERE, MERXERSFBPESEENSNEXEEY., ETHIENER
xK: BUBENREFURAKIGIE&E (k-nearest-neighbor, KNN) =Cifl(Hagan et al.,
2018), —f&Kik, S5& MMV HEELE, KNNEERAE TERMNER, FHRIIIEART
ZREHMESXIRERAEL LN,

C. AT HEMRZRT

AT #2MLE (Artificialneural network, ANN) EEBTEEFN(Zhang et al.,, 1998),
Cheng et al. (2014) f£H 7 —METANNEZRRR A RSB RIER A, EXHEIEE T T
ATRNBR ZHKE{ERE(back-propagation, BP)#ARML, 3 HEEISRIFAIIISERIER
£, Spinelle et al. (2015, 2017) & 7 —t&MERE, ST |ERBUAANNRRIE SRR,
2 RIE ERIRI, 1&M, BN F—mEEMZuEEEE, ANNRRIRIRINEYF, 8895
BHEXERE (R2) METO0.31EEEARMET0.85, {EE, ANNEEEE(FAE MEIEEHTT
gk, XNARAMEGENFUNEENRE., AT ERX AR, Dong et al. (2015) RE T —1T4EE
TANNMEZIF@M=4N, (support vector machi-

nes, SVMs) MAE, EXTREFGEERERERNIEN FEERIGHENTIEE,

ATEESIWE]
M LRI ERBEE, BRKAEERATSEZERN, EXXEHLZMNFUTFITETRAE

AEE, AR E —ELEBERBFENELRTE, AINEAANREERE XNINZFES
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(Marching Learning)

S, MISCESEH, m-
257 > & — TP EE IS I T 41, =

a2 JHIBE I BALLb 1L E ST i s Sl

IDA=REL Y b vt ;01 s =0
BEROTSE, (BMSEBME TR e IR N e .
MRl Sl

0BT AR, L B 2. HLES) 5 AKIEH K

RE, RR{ERREFN
H—M75E. MF ST UERM LRAXN—IEEXRRE (BE2) :

ARERK., EETEFRETRSNFHES LW, ARTEHITXLELIHTAN”, K
B TEBRNE, SARKBEIRMAYE)DEEFEN ARARET N R, AKERX
EUHE”, MARMES ARAGHTHN”, MimESH SHEENILE,

WM& > RV “YIZR" 5 “FIU” T 72 AT AR W B A SR )TN /1“0 42, 18T X FRISTRY,
BATRT AR, MSFINEEAARESR, NN AREERPFEIRRN—TE., H
TNSRFIAZETRIEEANEGR, ALENLEIEANZRRNZIE, MEEL3ANE
8IS HAVERELEIE,

TEESEBENE—T, LEMBEIJIMMEREAREIR:
A.O3AEE

X Eixia AR, AKFNENERSHENMeRIRENEE, XIRINERZ—RE
A“s/N_RE KR, ‘N RENEEZRRIRBAN IS LN E LA RIIENELE,
MmANBNEEARABIRENE, A TRABBIVRENZIN, FERE-FELEME
IxZRF A RN,

B.1HE W4
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P28 SRR AN, W23
SNFENERHE M S
HITERF ST, &
HEMRSIETNIR L
MREBES 4, @ B K
i, HENZMEDHES
2G. AR, —1T=Af, 7BA=ZFHSHANRLENT—BEFR, = HE2xo 5Lt
BE—1Th%, 8BTMEBRERDBNMFES, BRELBRBANEERITEH. T2,
— P ERNEGER T AENATHANZ T, HETLEUEBRITES, &ESETE
FNZ=AIENGIL, IMERMATIRANNIE, BWEHEME TIERINIE, EMHEMNE
B, STVERETEX EME—TEEEARE, ZEEFIREE ERNEA, ERER
TNZEREAN L ERE T —1TER, BEXEFENTRE, HEMER]USElIFEE RIS

&k,

Bl 3. hapZ% 2RI

++d

)

C.IREHEX

AHNEEPN—TESHUEMERANNGEREHES TirzE, JIgErIRE AT EAR
MEFEFUNIRE . AREEEP, GHREHEASmEN, MEZENBENZEELINE,
W X R IERINE . XERBEE— 1AM, BXRBEREEIEANEZNSIENEENZ
mERE), THRESEETFREENARMERKEA.
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Discussion
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OCPs) fERITAMENSTEY (Persistent
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PO) 1| Zith- 255l E L S EOCPskI @iE, BR 7 EEAE
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RIABEIMEX—BE, A TERAX MR, BMEMRIEARESRRIKE LR, T
B ANRINT SIREPOPs (OCPsHIPAHSs) , TESMMFIRIMERMT, HITEKE (1
&) MIREREEN, X—EoRMREEHRTT. X THREBARWR TEEEZNS—THRZE
SHEEZNERER (robust) iHE, HAIREZHOERSE AH ABINREEFIEHLE
FER, EARNENOAREHNE, FERLDAKRLIBES, £25191L, REFEREZVNE
Il

AT Z I DDTREAE VIRV E BRI 4R,

DDTHIMFAREEI ] 0 AR : EVIRMBAIEEYIFR ., £VRBRAT VHRERER. EERF
2. ohDBREANEYIIZAR ., EEMRRRET, MEMRRERN ZHN, i EIEEREESH
S YRR R B Y)EX & (Barker et al., 1965; Mendel and Walton, 1966), 4 ¥IF&EE E13E LR
BRIt ZEMIFE, DDTRIRERERIIETECEARRIER. =SASER. |SMHER. K
B1EA. REREEREF, SMERIENEFIZ/IMIENGSER.

p,p’-DDTRIBEEE ¥ E E BN ™ 1p,p’-DDEHp,p’-DDD, S HK™4Ip,p’-DDMS.
p,p’-DDMU. p,p’-DDNU. p,p’-DDOH. p,p’-DDNS. p,p’-DDA. p,p’-DDM. p,p’-DBP=¥
(R1) ., BEEIENE, EFEDEEBENdicofollf TRBETEWER 2, TAAIREFRR
FTGEEIRAIERR, MmEEANLTHRZEEIAS(Huang et al., 2018),

KE 5 p,p’ -DDTHIE RIS BB S5p,p -DDTE B RIEL M . HAMFFERERKYE (F
1) , MBS OCPsBIMIIFRITH, bR ZRENEMRIANE ., KEREZEHA
FIETE%E, DDTREABXRAIBEEF LI ] AREDEREX (Lunney et al., 2004), #Hm@EI &
MEIBLEEE, BEESREMRNIAEEAL P (Aislabie et al., 1997; Naso et al.,
2003), —LEFRHIEEREY), RAIERARSNKAY, EREEEBARVIRERE)E
SHEYFIBE(Semple et al., 2004), L, p,p’-DDAMp,p’-DBPE25°C FRIKAREE o
5175.85%13.80 mg/L (%&1) , tbp,p’-DDT#lp,p’-DDERAREE (4 590.007 mg/LH
0.027 mg/L) SZE27THER., p,p’-DDOHINAREEESIA24.770 mg/L (FR1) . BIAA
RET, ZBEMBMERBK O TKEBUKHS, BEp,p’-DDAKKE, EEBEREIRA



KIS RZARIFR{E (0.1 ug/L) (Heberer and Diinnbier, 1999), {B185|#2F5E., Wetterauer 5
(2012)%Ip,p’-DDTHIATHFERZ ™ ¥)p,p’-DDA. p,p’-DDMU. p,p’-DDMS#HIp,p’-DDCNRIZHA
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p,p’-DDMU > p,p’-DDCN, tt&{#p,p’-DDTHRIK., KX, p,p’-DDARREEEHFEFKERN
MHERRBR ., RERTHRZEERMITEE T, p -DDTHREFE I AR ERINR RS
W, [ERsEHIRREZIMAAERENAIEEE, BFFI24%1ER(Aislabie et al., 1997). HHRE 4
2 = E M (Wetterauer et al., 2012)%, Z2015F K1k, p,p’-DDTHIFRERFY), RAp.p'-
DDEHp,p’-DDD#FEFIANT (X TR BN SHAMETR S /REAL) ZIEZE(Xu et al.,
2013)F (p,p’dicofol@ AR L RimF N S I N R EIEH B2 %+, MmIEp.p’-
DDTRERE= 45 1)
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LIFE

My experience in Guangzhou, China

MA HA DI

| have been living in Guangzhou since
2017 when | came here as a postdoctoral
researcher in Guangzhou Institute of Geo-
chemistry (Chinese Academy of Science)
located in Tianhe district. | would say that
living in Guangzhou is like living in any big
Asian city but there are some aspects that
make me prefer Guangzhou over other cit-
ies in China and other Asian cities:

Sops
o
-

HEL A )Y )

- Guangzhou is relatively relax compared
to Shanghai where people always seem in
a rush;

» The expat scene is more diverse because
of smaller groups and people being
'forced’' to mix friends, e.g. more interna-
tional cities have large communities of
‘only' Dutch, French, and American,..., etc.

- The metro is really good in Guangzhou,
also very crowded during rush hours on
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Moreover, there are
many things here
that everyone can
enjoy in GZ where
the green space and
flowers are the main
features along with
tall and luxury
buildings.

particular lines so that is not always convenient;

- Guangzhou is very conveniently located, 2 hours by train to
HK, close to Zhuhai which is nice for a weekend and many
South East Asian countries are within a couple of hours flight;

« Guangdong is what some call the factory of the world, if you
are in the trading business Guangzhou is perfect;

 As others have noted, Guangzhou is very safe. | have never
felt unsafe regardless of the time, location or 'state' is was
in.

Guangzhou - My experience here

Before coming to GZ, | have studied almost 3 years for my
PhD in Zhejiang University located in Hangzhou (Zhejiang prov-
ince). So, | had an idea about life style and traditions in China.
However, my experience in GZ has been quite different and
more pleasant since here is the third largest city in China with
much more friendly people. Moreover, there are many things
here that everyone can enjoy in GZ where the green space
and flowers are the main features along with tall and luxury
buildings.

The first thing | have seen in GZ after coming from the airport
was enormous skyscrapers and an extremely green city! The
bridges are covered in flower pots, many alleys, parks with
ponds, bushes and greenery, and a lot of people exercising in
the parks. There are many local tourists in Guangzhou, visiting
the Chimelong safari, circus, water and entertainment parks.
Most of the foreigners come here for business. Another inter-
esting point is that there are many people who are working on
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cleaning and fixing the face of the city and almost everywhere you can see the fresh plants
and flower.

Another interesting point is that | am able to access almost everywhere in GZ using just
bus and subway. There are several metro lines with numerous numbers of station through
the city which makes me so comfortable since | do not know Chinese. Compare to
Hangzhou, Guangzhou has much wider distribution of buses and to be honest, | love bus
line 191 which can cover 60% of the places | usually go. That is interesting, isn’t it?

If | want to talk about the daily life in Guangzhou, | must mention that living here is similar
to living in all southern cities in other countries since the people here are so nice and relax
with no rush at all. There is an expression in Chinese “Man Man Lai” literally means gradu-
ally things go forward. | heard this in Hangzhou, but to be honest, | see it here. Although
they are working hard and most of their time they are inside the office working on the
tasks they have, there is no rush in negative meaning. | have seen some cities in China
and if | want to compare, | would say that people in GZ are among the most efficient peo-
ple across China as they think a lot about what they want to do, make a plan and then act
with no stress. | really liked it and | have been trying to copy this method in my personal
life. Sometimes, my wife tells me that you are Chinese now since | am using this slang a
lot and try to use it in a good way.

Well, about the people of China | can talk two hours nonstop, but the main points about
GZ citizens could be nice, helpful and so hospital. They are ready to give you a hand when
you need and believe me or not, most of the time they give you more than you need. If you
ask them about the address, if the address is in their direction they come with you to show
or if they have a care, they will give you a ride. This is one of the thing that makes me so
thankful of Chinese citizens living in GZ.

Places worth to see even if you are here for a week

Canton Tower

Canton tower with 600 m tall as the tallest towers in the world in my opinion is something
of “build it and they will come” type. The tower lights up nicely during the night and you
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can take a bubble tram at the top, but there isn’t much of practical purpose for this struc-
ture. The tower is located near Zhujiang New Town and it could be seen almost from every-
where in day if there is no fog. This tower could be considered as one of the symbols of
GZ showing the prosperity of the city and the people living inside. In addition, since there
is a river named Pearl river nearby with several cruise tour on it and an street next to the
river, which is full of bars and beers and other things, this area could be a great choice to
see how things work in GZ.

Another thing about GZ that | like is the markets here. In my opinion here | could fine every-
thing in so many different colors and designs which makes it suitable for me when | need
to walk around and see different products in different colors to get rid of the scientific
ideas | am dealing with it every moment. And interestingly, | could find everything from
cheap low quality items to high and expensive brands in different locations inside GZ. That
is so nice to see you have lots of options when you decide to buy things and all the time
the service they provide, is better than the places | have been before. However, according
to “Man Man Lai” rules, things are a little bit slower than the north where people are in
rush all the time.

The food here is also significantly better than north as | was able to find almost every type
of the food | wanted, from Chinese to Iranian and Western. As these people are using
more spice than other cities in China, the food is tastier and colorful which makes me
more comfortable. However, | should not forget to say that all of my pleasant time here
comes from the great working place (GIG) which | am working in. People here in this insti-
tute have been so so helpful and friendly and every time | was concerning about some-
thing | saw the hands coming to help me from here and there. GIG is to be honest, the
greatest working place | have been so far with lots of green space, nice retired employees
with nice smile on their faces and great working staff and scientists. To be honest, as |
have seen, people here behave like a family and they embrace new comers as a new fam-
ily members immediately. If you add great instruments and nice food provided by institute
restaurant, you can find out how comfortable | am here. Although our institute is a little bit
out of the crowded areas in GZ due to the place of institute which is near the highways
and railways, | really do not need to go out for refreshment as the environment here is like
my home.
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The new city has such large shopping malls as previously mentioned Grandview Mall, next
to it is the Tee Mall and Tai Koo Hui, and not far from the opera is the Friendship Store.
What surprised me the most in the Grandview Mall was the contrasts of it all — 7 stories
high place with fanciest brands, cafes, even an aquarium, but once you enter the
restroom, there is a hole in the ground, so called “oriental bathroom”. No paper, no soap,
not even the hose as you would usually expect it in Turkey.
When | visit exotic places, | always enjoy visiting the supermarkets. Guangzhou has an up-
scale supermarket called Taste. You can buy Chinese hands cream with snake extract,
chopsticks, rice bowls with cats and numerous fruit (including the stinkiest fruit in the
world — durian). | also enjoyed just watching what is inside the freezers. Funny thing
though, couldn’t find a single Chinese made brand of chocolate! And, as in many places in
Guangzhou, it was tricky to pay with a European credit card, only one cashier knew how
to do it. Most of the ATM’s work just fine, but sometimes you have to look for one really
hard, easiest way to find one is to find a large hotel.

Guangzhou has also a different side of shopping — for wholesale purposes. Hundreds of
thousands of useless plastic toys, home design items and trinkets. Star Wars figurines,
Hello Kitty purses, key chains and so, so many pillows, shelves, garden gnomes and
lamps. One of examples of such shopping malls is the Onelink Plaza that has about 7-8
regular floors and at least as many showroom halls floors. Such stores are nothing unusual
around Sacred Heart cathedral. You have to bargain to get a better price, but usually you
would need to buy quite a few items then. Many of the clerks told me that they only start
giving discounts if you buy at least a hundred items. But sometimes you can get a better
price if you buy even just two. Such places sell toys where on the package every sentence
has at least three mistakes in the English language and probably most of them would be
banned in the European Union. When you enter the store, don’t be surprised that the clerk
won’t pay any attention to you, will be eating or even sleeping.

Eating in Guangzhou

Visiting Guangzhou did not become a test for my tastes, as not only | could eat the food
here, | quite enjoyed it! Chinese told us that we are extremely lucky to start our visit with
Guangzhou, as Cantonese food is the tastiest in all China! But, there were the weird bits
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too, such as poultry would be brought together with the head of the bird. Everywhere we
went, it was the Swinging Sally principle — one large table in the middle of the table that
you could move to bring the desired dish closer to you. It was also interesting that firstly
all the meat dishes were served and only in the very end we got rice, noodles and bread.
We didn’t see almost any dessert, it usually was just some fresh fruit or egg tart (from the
Portuguese times). You could drink very light beer or traditional puerh tea, which is fer-
mented for many years. Supposedly very healthy but tastes like water from the bog,
autumn leaves and old sneakers.

One of the most interesting locations for a meal is the Hongxing seafood restaurant, which
is next to the Tainzi dock. You can see and eat everything that lives in the water, starting
from sea cucumber to five types of prawns, crocodiles and enormous crabs.
For regular meals we chose a restaurant not far from the hotel. The way we made the se-
lection was that we looked which of the places had the most locals in it. Of course, all of
the menus where in Chinese! But the waiter took out her smartphone with a translation
app, we could type in what kind of dish did we want and she would show which is the one
on the menu. For longer visits to China and especially outside the large cities | would rec-
ommend a dictionary that works offline. Although there are numerous free wifi spots in
Guangzhou, most of those require local phone number to be activated. Sometimes locals
would activate the access codes with their phones and help us out.

There is also plenty of opportunity to eat in one of the skyscrapers, such as Canton tower,
IFC or any of other hotels that usually have a restaurant on the top floor. | would suggest
booking in advance, as these locations tend to be very popular. Interestingly, none of the
local waiters accepted tips, even run to give those back. Even one of the shopping malls
assistants rushed to find me when | had left some small money not waiting to get it back.
People where very polite in Guangzhou and always tried to help us, and only school girls
wanted pictures with us.

In Conclusion

| have been to many cities and countries in the past few years, most of those | would
gladly visit but wouldn’t want to live there. Guangzhou is one of the few cities where |
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could picture myself living in! People are polite, try to help and it is a very safe place. A
proof of that is the postal station in the middle of the city, where they sorted packages on
the street and none of the passers by expressed any interest in the packages. No obtru-
sive scratchers with long nails and no dirty streets (even saw them being washed with
soap!).

Guangzhou does have a few cons though. Smoking is allowed almost everywhere, which
means that you will have to eat your meal covered in cigarette smoke. No interest to the
post packages from passers by, but probably also no interest to deliver the post — none of
my postcards reached their destinations, and - pollution. Even when the days where sup-
posed to be sunny, we never saw the sun, the city was covered in smoke-like clouds. The
only sunny morning was after it had heavily rained on the previous day.
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