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Memories

My time in China

William Arko

1. International cultural day at CUG (China University of Geoscience) in October
2019. About 20 international countries. It was a very colourful event, learning about

different cultures.

15



2.Wuhan African Cup of Nations (Wuhan Afcon)

After the COVID pandemic and China resumed normal operations of the
economy and business, I returned to China to continue my studies in March 2023. I
had to attend the flagship Wuhan Afcon. Ghana has always been to the Afcon finals

since its inception. In 2023, Ghana went to the finals and lost to Zimbabwe.
GHA0: 1 ZIM

AFCON 2024
In 2024, we lifted the trophy by beating Tanzania by 3 goals.

AFCON 2025
The AFCON 2025 final was between Ghana and the Ivory Coast, our noisy

neighbours. The weather was very poor that day so most Ghanaian players couldn’ t
show up for the game and Ghana were disqualified for Ivory Coast to win without
kicking the ball. Not fair at all. 16



3. A visit of Prof. Kirk Semple and Prof. Kevin C. Jones to our research group
in April 2024.

It is wonderful to have Professors with great in-depth knowledge in our field of
study as a group to grace our group meeting as some group members presented their
research. They made great contributions which help shape the progress of our research.

We were very grateful for their presence.
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4. A visit to Guangzhou Zoo
On September 13, 2024, I visited the Guangzhou Zoo as a birthday treat to
myself, to go and look at what types of animals they have to offer. And I was amazed,

a wide variety of animals you can think of were there.

5. A visit to the Canton Tower and Twist Restaurant

On September 29, 2024, Prof. Zhang, Dr. Shizhen and Dr. Roland Webber were
going for a tour at the Canton Tower and later the Twist restaurant. And I was asked
to tag along. It was a beautiful experience, the city view from the top of the Canton
Tower was breathtaking and the amazing food at the revolving Twist restaurant which

1s 500 m above the ground. It was an awesome time.




6. A visit to Beijing after the SETAC conference in Tianjin

On September 24, 2024, I wanted to visit Beijing so much and Jennifer, Zack and,
LV decided to leave whatever they are doing to go with me. That was so thoughtful of
them. I really appreciated that. We visited the Tianamen square and other fun places in

Beijing. We had the popular duck meal at a local restaurant.

7. Dinner with the Beijing team again
Beijing was so fun so when we came back to Guangzhou we went out for another

dinner. It was very delicious.




8. A random Saturday in November 2024 at the Pearl River, Party Pier area where
there are a lot of fun activities with many foreigners. A number of pubs and night

clubs. Just passed through after a hard-working week.
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9. Christmas holidays in Guangzhou
Christmas away from home is not easy so I had to go out and enjoy myself. Read

no books alone.

20



10. Had my thesis pre-defense in February 2025. I had very good suggestions

from my panel which enriched my thesis.
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12. Final graduation on June 22, 2025.
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